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Throughout the history of Hadith studies, Naql bi al-Ma ‘na
(transmission of Hadith by meanin%, rather than verbatim) has
consistently been a focal point for Islamic scholars, recognized
as one of the contributing causes of discrepancies in Narrations
(ta‘arud al-akhbar). However, a lack of attention to the locus of
issuance of the narrations supporting this practice, and the
critical role of historical circumstances in the issuance and
comprehension of these narrations, has impeded a correct
scholarly engagement with this hadith-related problem.
Conse uentlﬁ/, a fundamental re-examination of this subject is
deemed highly necessary. To this end, the present research,
through an analysis of the narrations supporting Nagl bi al-
Ma 'na and a conceptual contrast with those reports emphasizing
the verbatim transmission of the text, demonstrates that the
former group of narrations were issued in observation of
specific historical conditions. Therefore, acting upon them is
only permissible in the context of the general explanation of
Hadith. Consequently, the transmitter, when in the locus of
documentation of a Hadith, is not only not permitted to perform
Nagl bi al-Ma'na, but is obligated to precisely record the
original wording of the tradition. The general understanding of
these primary narrators, especially their assum]BItlon that merely
observing the conditions cited for Naql bi al-Ma 'na within the
same traditions was sufficient, alongside external necessities
such as the difficulty of verbatim documentation, prevented a
correct comprehension of the underlying cause of the conflict
between these two groups of Ahddith. As a result, narrators,
even when documenting the Hadith, broadly considered
themselves authorized to practice Nagql bi al-Ma ‘na.

Cite this article: Fadai Rad, B.; Nasehi, M. (2024). A Content Analysis of Narrations Affirming
Nagl bi al-Ma‘na (Transmission by Meaning) Through the Lens of Historicity. Hadith Doctrines,
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The objective of this research is to analyse the causes of the
incongruity between the duration of companionship of the
narrators known as the Mukthrin (The most prolific transmitters
of Hadith) and the sheer volume of their reported narrations. It
further seeks to scrutinize the interplay between narrative
structures, cultural contexts, and the jurisprudential system in the
formation of this phenomenon. The study aims to address three
central %uestions: What are the most significant narrative core
themes found in the narrations of the Mukthrin? What is the
correlation between the cultural and political context of the
second Hijri century and the emergence of these themes? And
what impact have these narrative patterns had on the Sunni
jurisprudential system? The research employs a mixed
methodology that utilizes Sanad (chain of narrators) dating to
determine the temfporal emergence of the narrations, core theme
analysis to identify recurring patterns, and a comparative study
of the Shi'a and Sunni Hadith traditions. The findings indicate
that the Mukthrin should be understood not merely as historical
individuals, but rather as cultural-narrative motifs that were
exploited-capitalizing on their social popularity during the
Umayyad period-as a tool for transmitting jurisprudential rulings
in the guise of concise narratives. The results suggest that this
phenomenon was shaped by factors such as the power of
narrative literature, the vacuum in the jurisprudential system
during the Umayyad era, and a reversal of values. This, on the
one hand, led to the revival of the Prophetic Tradition and the
creation of a relative unity in furlsprudentlal rulings, but, on the
other hand, introduced challenges such as the conflict of
narrations and the diminished role of reason (‘agl) in
independent legal reasoning (/jtihad).
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Although the narration explaining the reason for granting the epithet
"al-Rida" to ‘All ibn Masa (AS), which has reached us from Imam
Jawad (AS) and is cited in primary sources such as ‘Uydan Akhbar al-
Rida and ‘Ilal al-Shara’i‘ by Shaykh al-Sadiq, has received attention
historically, the ambiguity surrounding its comprehensive analysis and
the manner in which the Imam (P.B.U.H.), secured the satisfaction
of both friends and foes poses a challenge requiring precise
investigation. This research aims to address this challenge by focusing
on the key question: How did Imam Rida (AS), conduct himself such
that both his friends and enemies were satisfied with him, and how
did his conduct attract the satisfaction of both supporters and
opponents? This paper employs a descriptive-analytical methodology
to examine the chain of narrators (sanad) and the content (matn) of
this tradition, affirming its authenticity. Furthermore, in analyzing the
rationale for the eighth Imam (AS), being titled "al-Rida", two
primary approaches: political and spiritual-ethical are scrutinized. The
political approach points to the efforts of al-Ma’'mln al-'Abbasi to
gain legitimacy through this epithet, while the spiritual-ethical
approach emphasizes the widespread popularity and respect derived
from the Imam's knowledge (‘ilm), asceticism (zuhd), and ethical
conduct (suldk akhlaqgr). The conclusion of this article suggests that
the epithet "al-Rida" is a symbol of comprehensive satisfaction that
simultaneously served the political objectives of al-Ma 'mdn and
reflected the exalted stature of the Imam among both his supporters
and adversaries.
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Article Info ABSTRACT

In the ninety-third session (majlis) of his treatise al-Amali,
Article type: Shaykh al-Sadiiq addresses several doctrinal and jurisprudential
Research Article issues. The preface to this session records that a group of

scholars and elders approached Shaykh al-Saduq requesting
Article history: him to expound upon the doctrine of the Imamiyya school. In
Received: 14 June response to this request, Shaykh al-Saduq briefly referred to a
2025 number of theological and jurisprudential discussions,

Revised: 26 July 2025  promising to elaborate and explain these inquiries at a more
Accepted: 28 October ~ Opportune time in the future. Since the eleventh century, Shia

2025 jurists have considered this specific session of al-Amali as a
Available online 1 source for the inference (istinbat) of religious rulings, utilizing
November 2025 the legal opinions (fatGwa) of Shaykh al-Sadiq within the
Keywords: process of legal reasoning ([jtihdd). A notable point is the

Ninety-Third Session, ~ varied usage of this session by Shi'a jurists, with each
Al-Amali, Shaykh al-  approaching it from a distinct methodology. This research,

Sadigq, Inference employing a library-based methodology with a descriptive-
(Istinbat), Juridical analytical approach, endeavours to demonstrate, through a
Ruling. precise examination of this session and the typologies of

Imamiyya jurists' interaction with it, that the farawa of Shaykh
al-Saddq lack independent efficacy in the domain of istinbat.
This is due, on the one hand, to the significant discrepancy and
inconsistency between these opinions and other fatawd and
traditions, and on the other hand, to the obscurity (ijmal) of
the expressions used. These farawa can, therefore, only serve
as one piece of corroborating evidence alongside other utilized
documents.

Cite this article: Mirshahvalayati, S. M. H.; Rad, A. (2024). Re-Examination of the Ninety-
Third Session (majlis) of al-Amali of Shaykh al-Sadiiq as a Source for Deriving Legal Rulings.
Hadith Doctrines, 8(16), 83-107. https://doi.org/10.30513/hd.2025.7116.1277
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One of the actions and offenses related to bribery (rishwa) is the
act of intermediation in the crime of giving and receiving bribes
(rishad and irtishd@). In Islamic jurisprudence, this person is
termed the Ra’ish, and the committed offense is called Raysh,
which fundamentallﬁl constitutes a specific form of complicity in
criminal activity. The Iranian legislature, in the Law on Ta Zzirat
(Islamic Penal Codes) and Deterrent Punishments (ratified
1996), for the first time enacted an independent criminalization
for this particular type of complicity. Article 593 of this law
designates the offense of Raysh under the title of "providing the
grounds for the realization of the offense of Irfisha" (Receiving
a Bribe). The main research question is: Despite the existence
of general provisions concerning complicity in criminal law,
what necessitates the independent criminalization of this specific
offense? In response, it is posited that this legislative action is
undertaken in adherence to the juristic ground of the offense of
Raysh. This research, emp oyln% a descriptive-analytical
methodology with an emphasis on [ibrary sources, achieves a
significant ~ conclusion by meticulously gathering and
scrutinizing all relevant Traditions concerning the Ra'ish from
primary and authoritative canonical texts, which constitute the
sole jurisprudential sources for this offense. It is ascertained
that ‘these narrations, particularly the authentic narration
(Sahitha) of Ibn Babawayh, fully justify this independent
criminalization. Following this = establishment, the study
proceeds to analyse the thematic content of the Ahadith to assess
the congruence between the jurisprudential principles and the
current legislation, subsequently offering recommendations for
the comg etion of the penal system within the Draft Law on
Ta zirat 2025.

Cite this article: Hosseini Zeidi, S. A.; Ghorbani Farimani, A. (2024). An Examination of the
Offense of Raysh in Hadith Literature: Focusing on the Tradition “The Payer, the Recipient, and the

Intermediary ~ Between

Them are Cursed”. Hadith  Doctrines, 8(16), 109-135.
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The Hadith, "Verily, God created Adam in His image", constitutes
one of the most contentious and debated traditions within the spheres
of theology, anthropology, and Islamic Gnosticism (‘Irfan), having
engendered diverse interpretations and esoteric hermeneutics (ta 'wil)
across varied intellectual traditions throughout the centuries. The
present research, employing a comparative and analytical perspective,
examines the exegesis of this Hadith within two prominent mystico-
philosophical systems of thought: the perspectives of Muhyi al-Din Ibn
Arabi and Ruhollah Khomeini(r.a.). The fundamental research inquiry
seeks to understand the station of man and his existential ranks from
the viewpoint of these two thinkers, an understanding contextualized
within key concepts such as the Perfect Man (Insan al-Kamil), Divine
Vicegerency (Khildfat Ilahiyyah), and the manifestation of the Divine
Names and Attributes (Zuhdar al-Asma’ wa al-Sifar). Through the
utilization of a descriptive-analytical methodology and drawing upon
authentic Gnostic and theological resources, this study demonstrates
that although the discursive language and expressive modalities of the
two scholars differ, both, in their apprehension of the aforementioned
Hadith, have ultimately arrived at the realization of the reality of the
Perfect Man as the perfect mirror reflecting the entirety of the Divine
Names and Attributes. This view possesses an intimate correlation
with the theory of Theophany (7ajalli), the ranks of existence (Maratib
al-Wujiid), and the Unity of Witnessing (Wahdat al-Shuhdd) in Ibn
Arabi’s Gnosticism, and with the levels of the soul (Sahat al-Nafs) in
Khomeini’s mystical journey (Suldk). The investigative findings
confirm that within both intellectual frameworks, the Hadith on
creation in the image of God not only does not carry a physical or
external meaning but rather provides a crucial entry point for
elucidating the place of man within Gnostic ontology and his specific
existential philosophy.

Cite this article: Pirhadi, A.; Moazzen, S. R.; Rastegar, M. (2024). A Comparative Study of the Hadith
on the Creation of Man in the Image of God in the Thought of Ibn Arabi and Imam Khomeini (r.a.).
Hadith Doctrines, 8(16), 137-159. https://doi.org/10.30513/hd.2025.7311.1293
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